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Age 4- Learning through Exploration, Age 20- Learning through
Wonder and Collaboration Lectures, Slides and Isolation
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What would it take to bring back the curiosity,
collaboration and joy of early learning into our

higher education classrooms?
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What Are Provocations

* Intentional, open-ended materials, experiences, or setups

» Designed to spark curiosity, invite exploration, and
encourage questions

« Aims to provoke thinking, wondering, and meaningful
engagement

« Key strategy in Reggio Emilia-inspired and inquiry-based
classrooms
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Characteristics of Provocations

« Open-ended: No single "right" outcome or use

 Invitational: Encourage children to engage, investigate,
express

 Child-centered: Emerge from children's interests and
guestions

 Intentional: Visually appealing and thought-provoking
« Dynamic: Responsive to children's evolving inquiries
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« Sometimes provocations have a
negative connotation and is \
described in the literature in the
sense that it moves emotions-
it's meant to create a shock and

hence instigate some kind of a
message.

e Criticism is that it is Harmful to
Students




Examples of Provocations in EY




Provocations = image, animation,
text, video or artefact

Activating Prior Knowledge
Wonderings

Reflecting on Learning
Setting Learning Goals
Applying Learning to
other areas

Reflecting

and Acting The C?C‘lu Gathering
Information
O& Research

' : Engaging in
' " Shared x

\

Experiences \

Shared Inquiry

Adapted by Alice Vigors

Recognising and

providing Making
opportunities to Meaning
engage in further Synthesising
and dive deeper in Building
a supported Deeper
Understanding

manner Information Source: Kath Murdach
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Provocations in Higher Education

 Provocations can disrupt the passive norms of university
learning

 Begin lessons with ambiguous images, quotes, real-world
dilemmas, or open-ended case studies

« Invite students to notice, wonder, and question before
content is introduced

* Position students as co-constructors of knowledge, not
passive recipients
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Opening Activity-
Guess the movies

ap; apz
a1 @22

1609.344 METRES

F = {x:2is a fear}

>z
zeF

x V {cist}
e"+1=0
and

666

Groups of 3
or 4

Select Your
Presenters

As whole
class

Guess the
movies

Tell us
how many
movies
you
guessed

Discuss



Causel Ain"t Got a Pencil
by Joshua T. Dickerson

| woke myself up

Because we ain't got an alarm clock
Dug in the dirty clothes basket,

Cause ain't nobody washed my uniform
Brushed my hair and teeth in the dark,
Cause the lights ain't on

Even got my baby sister ready,

Cause my mama wasn't home.

Got us both to school on time,

To eat us a good breakfast.

§ Then when | got to class the teacher fussed
Cause | ain't got a pencil.
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